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Abstract

Carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning is common in modern society, resulting in significant morbidity and
mortality in the United States annually. Over the past two decades, sufficient information has been
published about carbon monoxide poisoning in the medical literature to draw firm conclusions about
many aspects of the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and clinical management of the syndrome, along with
evidence-based recommendations for optimal clinical practice. This article provides clinical practice
guidance to the pulmonary and critical care community regarding the diagnosis, management, and
prevention of acute CO poisoning. The article represents the consensus opinion of four recognized
content experts in the field. Supporting data were drawn from the published, peer-reviewed literature on
CO poisoning, placing emphasis on selecting studies that most closely mirror clinical practice.



